
NAUGATUCK CULTURAL COUNCIL 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES & AWARENESS COMMITTEE 

Minutes 
Meeting of September 16, 2013 

Naugatuck Town Hall, Commissioners Corner, 229 Church Street, Naugatuck 
 

Attendees:  Sarabeel Binzahid, Sandra Heller, Randy Ireland, Chin Sounanthanam,  Vanessa 
Vowe, Les Williams, Aaron Williams, Shagufta Zahid 

 
Meeting was called to order by Les Williams at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Vanessa Vowe volunteered to take the minutes. 
 
Unanimous approval of Motion to Approve Minutes of June 25, 2013 Meeting—Motion by 
Shagufta Zahid/Second (2

nd
) by Chin Sounanthanam. 

 
Members evaluated the Arts and Cultural Festival of August 24.  The consensus was that, overall, 
it was a successful event with excellent cultural performers.  However, areas for improvement are 
as follows: 
 

� There need to be more cultures represented at the booths. 
� There should have been more of a partnership relationship with the Arts Commission.  A 

couple of examples: the logo that we submitted should have been accepted.  Regarding 
logistics, the location of the Cultural Council’s tent made it very difficult to coordinate 
performers.  Our request to have the Council’s tent closer to the Gazebo was rejected. 

� Given that the Arts Commission is a larger group, more of their members should have 
helped with set up.  There needs to be better organization as well. 

� It is desirable to have a more diverse representation of the Naugatuck community 
attending this event, not just diverse performers. 

� Publicity needs to be expanded. 
 

Robin Gerber, who could not be present at this meeting, sent her feedback via email, which 
Vanessa read to the committee 
 
‘As for the Arts and Cult. Festival . . . I think that we need to delegate better, both on our end as 
well as the Arts Commission.  I think that our commitment and networking capability will only be 
an asset to the commission and in the future folks need to work with us in a true partnership.  My 
hope in working with The Council was to solicit members of town to work as a true community, 
and create authentic experiences where residents of Naugatuck act on the diversity of thinking, 
while also seeing the true beauty of our post-industrial town.  I cannot commit to another ‘event’ 
without knowing that the work that we do is truly bringing residents out of their homes, and 
sharing their interests, ideas and stories on a regular basis.’ 
 
The consensus was that, if we decide to move forward with this collaboration next year, we need: 
 

� Very clear plan 
� Very strong and consistent representation 

 
Shagufta Zahid explained her proposal for an event on The Green celebrating Eid-Ul-Adha.  Two 
holidays in the Muslim tradition define the Muslim culture:  Eid-Ul-Fitr and Eid-Ul-Adha.  This 
event would help to educate people more about Muslim traditions.  The focus would be less on 
the religious and more on the celebration part of the holidays—such as the celebrations that 
accompany Christmas.  This is one way we can bring different ethnic groups together—they 
cannot come together if they don’t know each other. 
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Les commented that this type event is very much what the Cultural Council is about. 
 
Shagufta has started to talk about this event with others, such as student associations.  Muslims 
from different ethnicities are welcome, which will offer even greater diversity. 
 
There is no limit on the number of people allowed on The Green according to Randy Ireland, but, 
but the crowd cannot spill out onto the street. 
 
According to Ed Carter, he believes The Green is free on October 19.  Les will confirm with Park 
and Recreation for October 19 with a rain date of October 26. 
 
Shagufta said there could be a DJ playing ethnic music.  Also, she will contact Pakistani United 
Nations representative to attend. 
 
Unanimous approval of Motion for Naugatuck Cultural Council to participate in holding Eid-Ul-
Adha Celebration--Motion by Shagufta Zahid/Second (2

nd
) by Sandra Heller. 

 
Next Steps: 
 

� Flier:  Shaguta drafting.  Contact information:  have Shagufta and Sandra.  Should 
include current email for Council:  naugycc@gmail.com  as this was printed on the 
brochures. 

� Music:  DJ confirmed upon our approval of event per Shagufta. 
� Seating:  Les will contact Park and Rec—chairs and/or bleachers; expecting about 200 

people.  Alternative is that people bring their own chairs.   
� Performances by Gazebo; no staging necessary.  Shagufta contacting UConn Bengara 

dancers.  Also, can have someone teach dances to children. 
� Food: Shagufta will check with Health Department regarding necessity of permits. 
� Tents and tables for vendors:  Can get a temporary 24-hour permit from the Police 

Department for about a $20 fee in the Records Division; Sandra will check on this. 
� Invitations to guests, such a Mayor, Police Chief, State Representatives, etc. 

 
Logo:  a few adults and children drew suggested logos at the Arts and Cultural Festival.  It was 
suggested that we also ask the art students at the high school to help design a logo.  Sandra will 
contact principal Janice Saam about this. 
 
Sandra gave update on Youth Leadership Development Committee.  Letter sent to targeted 
group of students at high school inviting them to participate in a focus group.  Can put them on list 
for projects. 
 
Next meeting will be Thursday, September 26, at 6 p.m.  Vanessa will reserve a room. 
 
Unanimous approval of Motion to Adjourn the Meeting at 7:11 p.m.—Motion by Sandra 
Heller/Second (2

nd
) by Chin Sounanthanam. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Vanessa Vowe  
  
 

 

 


