
 

BOARD OF POLICE COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR MEETING  

February 18, 2014 
 
1.  Vice Chairman Mayfield called the Regular Meeting of the Naugatuck Police  

Commission to order at 7:07 p.m.  
 
Those in attendance were: 
 
POLICE COMMISSION:    DEPT. HEADS AND OTHERS: 
Linda Mayfield     Chief Christopher Edson 
James San Angelo     Deputy Chief Joshua Bernegger 
Ralph Roper      Burgess Rocky Vitale 
       Burgess Laurie Jackson   
ALTERNATES:     Burgess Catherine Ernsky 
Stephanie Savoy 
 
ABSENT:      Staff:    0 
Mayor Mezzo      Press:    0 
Bruce Whitaker     Public:  0 
Steve Smith 
Andy Barnes 
Ronald Blanchard 
 
 
2. Chairman Smith led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
3.  ALTERNATES APPOINTED AS VOTING MEMBERS:   
 

Vice Chairman Mayfield appointed S. Savoy as a voting member in the absence 
of Steve Smith. 

  
4. A motion by R. Roper and seconded by J. San Angelo to accept the minutes of the 

Regular Meeting of the Board of Police Commissioners held on October 15, 2013. 
 
 Discussion:  It was noted that a Police Commission meeting had not taken place 

since October due to lack of a quorum and inclement weather. 
 
 Vote:  Unanimous 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
 
 Burgess Rocky Vitale, 180 East Waterbury Road, questioned an item on the 

Overtime Report in which Naugatuck assisted Wolcott in a motor vehicle fatality. 
He wanted to know if the department is reimbursed from Wolcott.  Chief Edson 
explained the surrounding towns share in a mutual aid effort to assist one another 



 

with incidents such as this. A regional accident reconstruction unit has been 
created. Each department is responsible for their own expenses.  

 
6. UNION BUSINESS:  NONE 
 
7. PRESENTATION OF CHIEF’S MONTHLY REPORTS: 
 
 A motion by J. San Angelo and seconded by S. Savoy to accept the Chief’s 

monthly reports. 
 
 Discussion: Chief Edson notified the Commission that it will be necessary to 

conduct interviews for police candidates since the current applicants have been 
exhausted and the retirement of Officer Sean Simpson. There is an April opening 
in the police academy and he would like to have a candidate in place by then.  It 
was agreed to hold interviews February 24, 25, 27, 2014 and March 3, 4, 6, 2014 
since there were going to be 25-30 candidates.  Chief Edson also reported that 
Officer Americo Tavares has been named Police Officer of the Year by the 
Naugatuck Exchange Club. A dinner will be held for him and others being 
honored on March 11th. The Police Department will provide details on purchasing 
tickets. It was also noted the Human Resources department has been accepting 
applications for the position of dispatcher due to the untimely passing of Carrie 
Wilcox. 

 
 Vote:  Unanimous 
 
8. CORRESPONDENCE:   
 
 Susan Baldelli, 206 Lewis Street, requested the installation of a handicapped sign 

in front of her house.   
 
 An application was received requesting the installation of a handicapped sign at 

12 Greenwood Street. 
 
 Chief Edson assigned Officer Michael Favale to perform an assessment of the 

above-mentioned requests to determine their merit.  The results will be provided 
at the next Regular Meeting. 

 
 John DeBisschop, Assistant Scoutmaster Troop #138, thanked Detective Amanda 

Devan for her Internet Safety presentation to his Boy Scout Troop. 
 
 T.H. Fitzgerald, Jr., Parade Chairman Naugatuck Veterans Council, notified the 

Commission of the annual Memorial Day parade to be held on May 26, 2014. He 
asked to have parking prohibited on both sides of Church Street from the 
intersection of Rubber Avenue to Maple Street in order to accommodate the 
parade.  It was agreed, as in past years, to prohibit parking for the parade route. 

 



 

 Michael Fisher, Basic Training Director, Connecticut Cadet Police Academy, 
thanked Officer Colin McAllister for his participation in the 2013 Connecticut 
Cadet Police Academy. 

 
 Jessica Feurer wrote a letter to thank Officer Taylor Field for his professionalism 

and compassion during a domestic incident on October 15, 2013.  
 
 Sergeant Derek Vostinak sent a memo reporting he received a call from Cindy 

O’Conner regarding an incident on February 8, 2014 in which Officer Taylor 
Field displayed genuine caring and professionalism in handling an incident for 
her. 

 
 Kristin Ennis thanked Sergeant Mark Pettinichi, Officer Matthew DaSilva and 

Officer Andre Moutela for their assistance and caring during an incident on 
November 23, 2013. 

 
 Letters were received from officers to notify the Commission of their intent to  

pursue their education in various curriculums. The officers are as follows: Lt. 
Greg Dean, Lt. Steven Hunt, Ptlm. Alexia Castro, Det. Ronald Pugliese, Ptlm. 
Ryan Burns and Lt. Brian Newman.  J. San Angelo commented on the number of 
officers attending college and asked if there is a limit on the levels of education.  
Chief Edson explained this is a contractual matter. Union contracts are voted on 
by the Board of Mayor and Burgesses. 

 
 All correspondence will be placed into the officer’s personnel files. 
 
9. PUBLIC COMMENTS:   
 
 Burgess Rocky Vitale, 180 East Waterbury Road, suggested that since there are 

no restrictions on education, an ending date should be established. He further 
commented that a stipulation should be applied in which an officer would be 
required to stay with the department for a specific time after their education has 
been paid for by the borough. These are topics for the next contract negotiations. 

 
10. OPEN ITEMS:   
 
  a. Towing Policy: The Commission had been previously presented with 

the new towing policy. 
 
 A motion by J. San Angelo and seconded by S. Savoy to approve the new towing 

contract/policy effective immediately. 
 
 Discussion:  It was agreed to notify all of the towing companies who had been in 

attendance at prior meetings. 
 

Vote:  Unanimous 



 

 
11. REPORTS FROM SUBCOMMITEES:  
 
 A motion by J. San Angelo and seconded by S. Savoy to add to the Agenda Item 

11a. Appointment of Subcommittee Members”. 
 
 Discussion:  Due to the departure of Commissioner Bertotti, it was decided to add 

new members to some of the current subcommittees. 
 
 Vote:  Unanimous 
 
11a. APPOINTMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

 
Vice Chairman Mayfield appointed S. Savoy to the Land Use Subcommittee and 
J. San Angelo to the Traffic Subcommittee. It was recommended that 
Commissioner Whitaker be contacted to determine his status as a Police 
Commissioner due to his lack of attendance. 

 
12. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS: 
  
 J. San Angelo reported he had received positive feedback regarding assistance Lt. 

Todd Brouillette had provided to a resident. 
 
 R. Roper said that he has received many positive responses from the public 

regarding the Police Department. 
 
 S. Savoy commended Chief Edson and Deputy Chief Bernegger for the manner in 

which the funeral of Dispatcher Carrie Wilcox was conducted. 
 
13. EXECUTIVE SESSION FOR THE DISCUSSION OF PERSONNEL MATTERS 

REGARDING OFFICER ALAN CROSSWAIT: 
 
 A motion by J. San Angelo and seconded by S. Savoy to enter into Executive 

Session at 7:35 p.m. inviting in Chief Edson and Deputy Chief Bernegger. 
 
 Discussion:  None 
 
 Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 The meeting resumed at 7:45. 
 
14. A motion by S. Savoy and seconded by R. Roper at 7:46 p.m. to adjourn to the 

next scheduled meeting on Tuesday, March 18, 2014 at the Naugatuck Police 
Department. 

 
 Discussion:  None 



 

 
 Vote:  Unanimous 
 

ATTEST:   Linda Mayfield, Vice Chairman 
                Naugatuck Police Commission 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


