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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 

 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 16, 2012 

 
 

 
Chairman Ron Merancy called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 PM with the following in 
attendance: 
 
 
MEMBERS:     OTHERS: 
Ron Merancy, Chairman    Jim Stewart, Public Works Director  
Catherine Aresta, Secretary      Debbie Lichwalla, WPCA Secretary 

       Pat Mallane                           John Batorski, Veolia 
         
 
ABSENT: Rimas Balsys, Vice Chairman     
                                  
VISITORS:    Paul Bunevich, Land Data Engineers 
       Attorney Kevin McSherry 
       Doug Columb, Grasshopper Lawns 
       David Hughes, P.E. & L.S. 
       Jon Hoisak, Veolia Representative 
       Jon Mongie, Veolia Representative 
       Hans Tuneblom, Veolia Representative 

                              
      
1. Ron Merancy opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
2.      A.  Acceptance of Regular Meeting Minutes for November 17, 2011. 

 
VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Pat Mallane and seconded by Catherine 

Aresta to ACCEPT the Regular Meeting Minutes for November 17, 
2011. 

 
            VOTE:  In Favor:  3                 Opposed:  0               Abstained:   0   
                        Motion Carried:  3-0-0 
               Minutes Approved.    
 
 

B. Acceptance of Regular Meeting Minutes for December 15, 2011 and January 19, 
2012 will be tabled to the next Regular WPCA meeting on March 15, 2012. 

                                                                                                                                            
Acceptance of Regular Meeting Minutes for December 15, 2011 and January 16, 2012 will 
be tabled and added to the agenda of the next regular meeting scheduled for  
March 15, 2012.      

           
3.     Executive Session. 
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        Tabled to the next Regular WPCA meeting scheduled for March 15, 2012. 
4.      Commission / Discussion Regarding Old Business.  

 
          A. Commission / Discussion regarding a proposed addition to the existing       
  Unimetal Surface Finishing Industrial Building on East Waterbury Road. 
              
            Paul commented that he submitted a report to Unimetal Surface Finishing and is 
 waiting for them to review the report and get back to him.  
 Paul will have the requested information for the next WPCA meeting. 
 

B. Commission / Discussion regarding a proposed Residential Housing    
   Development of 9 Efficiency Units and 2 One Bedroom Units for property    
   located at 56 Terrace Avenue. 

 
Attorney McSherry is requesting an approval from the WPCA regarding a 
confirmation on what the applied connection fee will be and asked if the 
commission would consider, based on the size of the 11 units for the proposed 
residential housing development located at 56 Terrace Avenue, a compromise for 
the building to be categorized as a lodging facility with sleeping unit’s verses 
apartments.  

 
The Commission advised Attorney McSherry and Doug Columb that the Borough 
Attorney will review what a lodging facility is and have the Borough Attorney advise the 
commission what the results are for the next WPCA meeting. 

 
 C.   Commission  / Discussion update regarding Old Business on New Haven   
  Road  Parcels  # 1198,  #1202, and 1204 for Joseph DeSomma. 

  
    Jim Stewart commented that he did not have any new information. 
    No Discussion.        
 

5. New Business and Correspondence. 
  

A. Commission / Discussion / Decision regarding a Request for Sewer 
Connection Fee Refund on a New Haven Road property for Vincent 
Celentano. 

 
The New Haven Road property records show that it is under new ownership 
as of June 19, 2009. Jim Stewart commented that the permit is with the 
property. Ron Merancy stated that you have to own the property to get a 
refund and Mr. Celentano doesn’t own the property, therefore, the request 
made by Vincent Celentano for the sewer connection fee refund is denied. 
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B. Commission / Discussion / Decision regarding a Proposed Commercial 
 Building and Parking located at 1177 New Haven Road with David Hughes, 
 PE & LS.    
             

David Hughes, P.E. & L.S. is representing Eric Weng, owner of the Chinese 
Restaurant located at 1183 New Haven Road.  Mr. Weng purchased the property 
located at 1177 New Haven Road 2 years ago. 
 
Mr. Weng is proposing to have a 2 story commercial building and parking and 
will move his Restaurant to 1177 New Haven Road. Mr. Weng would like phase I 
of his proposal to have his Restaurant on the 1st story and 2 residential units on the 
second story.    
 
David Hughes on behalf of Eric Weng is proposing to tie into the Sanitary Sewer 
System and the Water Line where Beacon Valley Road is because there is no 
Sanitary Sewer on New Haven Road in this location. David Hughes commented 
that per the regulations there is no access allowed to Beacon Valley Road and 
mentioned that there is a manhole out in the road, and it goes across the street to 
where the Drive-in is. 
 
Wayne Zirolli has reviewed the application and calculations and didn’t have any 
problems with calculations.  Ron Merancy commented that he needs to submit the 
calculations to Jim Stewart for review.  
 
The cost of the 3 connection fees associated with phase I of this proposal will be a 
minimum of $12,750.00 (3 connection fees at $4,250.00 each) which will include 
1 for the restaurant and 2 for the residential units. Ron Merancy commented that 
the cost could be slightly higher depending on the calculations of the square 
footage. The cost of the permit for the restaurant grease trap will be $50.00.  

 
 
 
 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Pat Mallane and seconded by Catherine 
Aresta to ACCEPT the plans submitted for the proposed Commercial 
Building and Parking associated with 1177 New Haven Road subject to 
complying with the comments of the WPCA Engineering Report written 
for this project. 

 
            VOTE:  In Favor:  3                 Opposed:  0               Abstained:   0   
                        Motion Carried:  3-0-0 

Submitted Plans for the Proposed Commercial Building and 
Parking for 1177 New Haven Road Approved.    
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WPCA Engineering Report 
 

I recommend that the sewer connection at 1177 New Haven Road be approved with the following 
conditions: 
 

1. The sewer connection fee shall be paid prior to construction. 
2. The proposed sewer manhole shall be relocated off the ROW and shall be privately maintained. 
3. The sewer connection shall be core drilled and the invert shall be approximately 162.68. The 

invert and bench walls shall be reconstructed as required by the Borough of Naugatuck 
Engineering Department. 

4. The WPCA approval will expire after 5 years if construction is not begun. 
5. The construction shall comply with the Borough of Naugatuck Ordinances and the Water 

Pollution Control Authority “Standard Conditions for Sanitary Sewer Extensions and Sanitary 
sewer Construction. 

 
 
 C.  Presentation with Hans Tuneblom regarding Innovative Facility Planning 
       and Construction Management Practices. 
 

The Presentation with Hans Tuneblom was a discussion on the Facility Plan 
for Capital Program Management (CPM) regarding the process and 
requirements to meet permits at the lowest life style cost. The specific project 
facility planning and management process would include the incinerator, 
underground asset management, biological nutrient removal systems and 
phosphorus removal systems. 
 

 
    D. Correspondence regarding a 2011 Connecticut Sewer Rate Survey by            
       Tighe and Bond. 
 
        Commissioners Reviewed.    No Discussion. 
 
 

E. WPCA 2012-2013 Budget. 
 

Commissioners Reviewed the Consultant Fees, Salaries, Insurance Costs, 
Payments and Maintenance Fees (which went up by inflation).  
 
Jim Stewart commented that Veolia and Middlebury Negotiations are almost 
used up at this point.  
 
Required by contract, are Payments for the Collection System to reimburse 
Veolia for their cost is estimated by Veolia at One Hundred Seven Thousand 
Dollars this year. 
 
Funding to cover all the facilities plans include grit and phosphorus removal 
studies, zinc and odor monitoring and whatever else comes up is estimated at 
Five Hundred Seventy One Thousand Dollars next year. 
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 The 2012-2013 Budget is up by Three to Four Hundred Thousand Dollars 
which includes One Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars more in Fees.  
 
Ron Merancy commented that the projected revenues for Middlebury and 
Beacon Falls don’t seem right and is requesting that ARI provide the 
commission with an explanation or correct the submitted projected revenue 
costs.        
 

            
6.     This report summarizes the activities at the Borough POTW                                                                      
for January 2012:  

 
1. Highlights and Significant Issues:  Please refer to the report. 
 
2 .  Collection System Update:  
Please see at tached Collec t ions Report .    
 
3 .  Plant Performance Summary:  
 Please see the attached reports and graphs for addit ional 
performance details.  
 
Plant Process Data    Limit            Actual 
 Tota l Suspended Sol ids (mg/l)                     
  Inf luent  Avg.       -       213 
  Ef f luent  Avg.      30        <4 
  Removal  Ef f ic iency    85%      98% 
 
Plant Process Data*    Limit           Actual 
Carbonaceous BOD 
  Inf luent  Avg.       -       174 
  Ef f luent  Avg.      30        <4 
  Removal  Ef f ic iency    85%      98% 
 
 
         Naugatuck    Middlebury         Oxford   
  OTR  
January   F low Avg. (MGD)       6.5             0 .704                 0.107            N/A  
Sludge L iquid Tota l (MGal)                                                                     
3,572                
Sludge Cake Tota l  (Dry Tons)                                       
6,724 
Septage Tota l  (MGal)               28,550  16,000          102,500        
395,500 
Discharge Permit  Exceedance:  None 
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Safety Incidents and Odor Complaints    
     Month  YTD 
Recordable Accidents       0      0 
Lost Time Accidents       0      0 
Odor Complaints        0            0 
Unconfirmed Odor Complaints   0      0 
 
1. Compliance & Regulatory Issues 

a. There were no Odor Complaints for January 2012.  
b. All annual reports including the VE Report, 503 Regulation Report, 

Semi Annual EPA Summary, Title V Semi-Annual Monitoring Report, 
Tier II Reporting, Quarterly COMS, DEP EMIT, EPA Sludge DMR and 
CEM Semi Annual reports were completed and submitted. 

 
2. Personnel 

a. On Tuesday January the 2nd operations employee Julio Tapia started his training on 
first shift. 

b. Patrick Little was hired as an operator. He previously worked for Synagro and has 
experience with centrifuges, belt presses and multiple hearth incineration. He will 
start Feb 6, 2012.  

c. John Batorski was invited and accepted an invitation to become part of the 
Naugatuck High School Career Committee. The first meeting is Feb 8 at 1:15 PM. 
We also participate in the Career Day activities at the high school. 

d. The Westover School will tour the facility on March 22, 2012. Approximately 23 
students and 2 instructors are scheduled to tour the facility. 

e. The $1000 scholarship for Naugatuck High School was approved and processed.  
 
3. Health & Safety 

a. There were no recordable safety related incidents in January. 
b. The Quarterly Safety committee meeting was held January 16, 2012. 
c. Arc Flash training is scheduled for March 15, 7 AM to 3 PM. A person from the 

Naugatuck Board of Ed will attend from the Borough. 
 
 
4. Operational Information 

a. The NPDES draft permit is expected to be mailed in Feb 2012 (per CTDEEP). 
b. Kathy Luvisi was onsite January 26 to review odor control costs. 
c. The spare heat exchanger was placed on the new pad Thursday, Jan 26, 2012. 

Lightning protection was provided. 
d. Tuesday, Jan 24, John Batorski attended the NEWEA seminar. 
e. Wednesday January 18 Chris Makuch attended a How to Diffuse and Disarm Conflict 

and Confrontation seminar in Waterbury. 
f. Friday January 13 Caldon had finished repairs on the #1 thickener tank. Operations 

personnel will start rust proofing the rakes on Saturday January 28th. Once the 
thickener is placed back into service, the influent gate for thickener tank #2 will be 
installed. The original costs were exceeded by approximately $10,000 as the center 
column had to be rebuilt. 

g. Training for this month consisted of how to calibrate the primary and secondary pH 
and ORP probes. 
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  5.     Collections 
a. The Hoadley St. sewer replacement started Dec. 15, 2011 and was completed on 

January 11, 2012. The new sewer will be CCTV’d the week of Jan 25, 2012. 
b. The vacuum pump (blower) for the vac truck was received. Collections staff installed 

the blower, cyclonic separator and replaced the vac relief valves.  
c. Horton Hill pump station had a new electrical panel installed. 
d. Jetting of six month list is on track. 

 
  6.  Maintenance  

a. The #4 final settling tank cross collector was repaired. 
b. The J Spin PLC code will be changed per the recommendations of Mike Bensema. 

There are many code issues that impair the performance of the units. 
c. The venturi was inspected and found to be in good repair. One actuator pin may 

need attention. Swemco, the manufacturer was contacted and will visit the site in 
early 2012. 

d. Sections of wear strips were replaced on the primary tank return flight supports. 
The steel work for the above water level wear strips has deteriorated to the point 
they will require replacement. 

e. The East belt press drive is being replaced. A new belt and a roller will also be 
installed. 

f. The foreign sludge unloading door was replaced. 
g. Primary sludge pump #1 failed. Parts are on order. 
h. One of the vertical Spirac conveyors was replaced last month. A weld cracked. The 

vendor has been contacted regarding repair options.  
i. The spare aeration tank internal recycle pump has been repaired and is back 

onsite. 
j. The North J Spin slide gate door continues to be problematic. Repairs will be 

scheduled. 
 

5. Capital Projects 
a. The insulation has been installed on the hot oil heat exchanger and ductwork.  The 

entire hot oil room temperature was reduced. The contractor has completed 
insulating the duct work. The #1 thickener was rebuilt as the entire original center 
well, inlet pipe and walkway was structurally unsound.  

b. We have requested pricing to insulate the exterior incinerator shell. 
c.  A letter approving the aeration blower energy efficiency project was received. The 

amount approved was $237,500 with an Aug 31, 2012 completion date. Blower 
specifications are being developed. 
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8.   Adjournment 
 

 
VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Pat Mallane and seconded by 

Catherine Aresta to ADJOURN the meeting at 7:24 P.M. 
 
    
    

  
 
 
Attest:  Catherine Aresta, Secretary/dl 
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