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WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 

 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 15, 2012 

 
 

 
Chairman Ron Merancy called the regular meeting to order at 6:01 PM with the 
following in attendance: 
 
 
MEMBERS:     OTHERS: 
Ron Merancy, Chairman    Jim Stewart, Public Works Director  
Catherine Aresta, Secretary      Debbie Lichwalla, WPCA Secretary 

      Pat Mallane                           John Batorski, Veolia 
         
 
ABSENT:      Rimas Balsys, Vice Chairman     
                                  
VISITORS:   Attorney Kevin McSherry       
       Doug Columb, Grasshopper Lawns 
       John Kenworthy, Surveyor 
       Joseph DeSomma   
        

                             
      
1. Ron Merancy opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
2.      A.  Acceptance of Regular Meeting Minutes for December 15, 2011. 
 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Catherine Aresta and seconded by 
Ron Merancy to ACCEPT the Regular Meeting Minutes for 
December 15, 2011. 

 
            VOTE:  In Favor:  3                 Opposed:  0               Abstained:   0   
                        Motion Carried:  3-0-0 
               Minutes Approved.    
 
        B.  Acceptance of Regular Meeting Minutes for January 19, 2012. 
 

VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Pat Mallane and seconded by 
Catherine Aresta to ACCEPT the Regular Meeting Minutes for 
January 19, 2012. 

 
            VOTE:  In Favor:  3                 Opposed:  0               Abstained:   0   
                        Motion Carried:  3-0-0 
   Minutes Approved.    
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 C.   Acceptance of Regular Meeting Minutes for February 16, 2012.                                                                                                                                         
        
  VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Pat Mallane and seconded by 

Catherine Aresta to ACCEPT the Regular Meeting Minutes for 
February 16, 2012. 

 
            VOTE:  In Favor:  3                 Opposed:  0               Abstained:   0   
                        Motion Carried:  3-0-0 
   Minutes Approved.    
 
3.     Executive Session. 

 
        Tabled to the next Regular WPCA meeting scheduled for April 19, 2012. 
 
4.      Commission / Discussion Regarding Old Business.  

 
          A. Commission / Discussion regarding a proposed addition to the existing       
  Unimetal Surface Finishing Industrial Building on East Waterbury Road. 
              
           Tabled to the next scheduled WPCA regular meeting on April 19, 2012. 
 
B.  Commission  / Discussion update regarding Old Business on New Haven   
  Road  Parcels  # 1198,  #1202, and 1204 for Joseph DeSomma. 

  
Jim Stewart stated that he wrote a letter (included in today’s packet for 
Commissioners to review).  Jim received a call back from James Knox and 
explained what was going on.  Then spoke with his Attorney.  Jim commented 
that the Attorney seemed very willing and eager to give us an easement for the 
sewer going across 1183 New Haven Road and didn’t seem to be negative or have 
any issues about it.  They do not want to responsible for the sewer. He requested a 
letter and wants to speak with the Borough Attorney Ned Fitzpatrick.  Jim made a 
packet and is forwarding it to Attorney Fitzpatrick.    
 
Ron Merancy commented as long as it built to our standards and Jim reviews it 
and the Engineering Department makes a recommendation to the board based on 
their opinion on whether we should accept it or not.   
 
 

C. Commission / Discussion regarding a proposed Residential Housing    
  Development of 9 Efficiency Units and 2 One Bedroom Units for property    
  located at 56 Terrace Avenue. 

 
Attorney McSherry on behalf of Doug Columb is requesting an approval from the 
WPCA regarding a confirmation on what the applied connection fee. 
 
Attorney McSherry stated that he forwarded a letter to the Commission (included 
in today’s packets for Commissioners to review) that came with a clarification 



Page 3 of 10 

from the Borough of Naugatuck, Office of the Assessor confirming that the 
occupancy noted on the current Vision Field Cards represents Eight (8) Units 
defined as a Single Occupancy for this Building located at 56 Terrace Avenue. 
The letter defines units as families.  
 
Attorney McSherry commented that Doug has agreed to any additional fees for a 
ninth, tenth or eleventh unit. 
 
Chairman Merancy stated that when they have their plans they need to get their 
permits based on how many units there are. 

 
Jim Stewart commented that when it goes to Zoning they will need a Water 
Pollution Control Board sign off prior to getting the Building Permit. That’s when 
the fees are assessed and calculated. 
 
The Commission advised Attorney McSherry and Doug Columb that WPCA will 
consider 56 Terrace Avenue to be an approved Eight (8) Unit, Single Occupancy 
Building based on the information submitted by the Borough of Naugatuck Assessor’s 
Office.  If the “USE” of the building changes to exceed the eight (8) units, a connection 
fee will be added for whatever units are added and the fee will be based on whatever year 
they decide to change it.   
For example: the current fee is $4250.00 and next year it is $4500.00, etc. 
 
VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Pat Mallane and seconded by 

Catherine Aresta to Consider 56 Terrace Avenue an Approved 
Eight (8) Unit, Single Occupancy Building, based on 
information supplied by the Borough of Naugatuck, Office of 
the Assessor.  If the “USE” of the building changes to exceed 
the eight (8) units, a connection fee will be added for whatever 
units are added, the fee will be based on whatever year they 
decide to change it.   

 
            VOTE:  In Favor:  3                 Opposed:  0               Abstained:   0   
                        Motion Carried:  3-0-0 
   Approved as an Eight (8) Unit, Single Occupancy Building.       

 
5. New Business and Correspondence. 

  
A.  Commission Discussion regarding the (WWTF) Waste Water Treatment 

Facility,  Reference for Qualifications (RFQ) Review for a Consultant. 
 

Jim Stewart stated that we have a Permit coming in any day that requires a 
Facility Plan and mentioned that Grants are issued on a first come, first serve 
basis with limited funds available.  To apply for the Grant there must be a 
Consultant in place.  Applications and Materials must be in by May 1st, 2012. 
Next is setting up an interview panel, then the panel will interview the top five 
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pre-qualified consultants.  The chosen qualified consultant can then start to work 
up a proposal and a quote of what it would cost to do everything.  In the 
meantime, we should have the Permit and the Consultant could refine what 
services he will give us and then we could apply for our Grant. 
 
Jim Stewart stated that no action is needed to advertise for the Consultants. 
 

B. Commission Discussion regarding a Letter dated March 5, 2012 for the 
Sanitary Sewer Main on New Haven Road. 

 
 The letter was information related to (4-B) regarding Old Correspondence on  

1198, 1202 and 1204 located on New Haven Road.  
 
C. Commission Discussion regarding a Letter submitted from Chemtura dated 

February 27, 2012. 
 
 The subject of the letter was related to a January 2012 Discharge Monitoring Report 

for Permit SP0000065. The report noted that there was an elevated concentration of 
Diphenylamine.  

 
D. Commission Discussion regarding Guerrera Construction Company. 
 
 Commissioner Catherine Aresta had a question regarding Guerrera Construction for 

the project that was done on North Hoadley Street. Catherine asked if they wanted 
more money.  Jim Stewart commented “Yes.”  They do want more money and said 
he met with the Attorney’s to discuss the issue. A letter was sent to Guerrara 
Construction advising them “No” there would be no more money.  There has been 
no response yet. 

 
Jim also stated that Guerrara Construction Company still needs to fix a manhole, 
some curbing and do more paving and mentioned that he was approached by the 
Gas Company regarding repairing the gas main all the way up on North Hoadley.  
They don’t want Guerrera Construction to patch it yet.  Jim mentioned that he can’t 
wait until the fall to patch, repair and pave the trench.  

 
 
6.    This report summarizes the activities at the Borough POTW   
 for February 2012: 

 
1. Highlights and Significant Issues:  Please refer to the report. 
 
2 .  Collection System Update:  
Please see at tached Collec t ions Report .    
 
3 .  Plant Performance Summary:  
 Please see the attached reports and graphs for addit ional 
performance details.  
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Plant Process Data    Limit            Actual 
 Tota l Suspended Sol ids (mg/l)                     
  Inf luent  Avg.       -       188 
  Ef f luent  Avg.      30        <5 
  Removal  Ef f ic iency    85%      97% 
 
Plant Process Data*    Limit           Actual 
Carbonaceous BOD 
  Inf luent  Avg.       -       158 
  Ef f luent  Avg.      30        <4 
  Removal  Ef f ic iency    85%      97% 
 
         Naugatuck    Middlebury         Oxford   
  OTR  
January   F low Avg. (MGD)       6.0             0 .560                 0.137            N/A  
Sludge L iquid Tota l (MGal)                                                                     
3,429.5                
Sludge Cake Tota l  (Wet Tons)                                       
7360.12 
Septage Tota l  (MGal)               21,000       15,500             77,250           
408,750 
Discharge Permit  Exceedance:None 
 
Safety Incidents and Odor Complaints    
     Month  YTD 
Recordable Accidents       0      0 
Lost Time Accidents       0      0 
Odor Complaints        1            1 
Unconfirmed Odor Complaints   0      0 
 

1.  Compliance & Regulatory Issues 
a. There was one Odor Complaints in February 2012.  
b. A meeting was held with the Borough attorneys and their 

Controller on Feb 16, 2012. Mark Zimmerman, Jon Hoisak 
and John Batorski attended. The meeting detai led the 
settlement amount the Borough (via ARI) claims they are 
due from Veolia. A response is being drafted by Jon 
Hoisak, Mark Zimmerman and Jeff  Levy. 

 
2.  Personnel  

a.  John Batorsk i a ttended a meet ing of  the Naugatuck High School  
Career Committee on Feb 8 at  1:15 PM. 

b.  Joe Pinto, Maintenance Planner  submit ted h is resignat ion ef fect ive 
March 9, 2012.  

c.  John Batorsk i and Geno Burke were deposed for  two acc idents at the 
faci l i t y.  In Ju ly 2009 a contractor broke h is arm whi le removing a 
p ipe f rom the aerat ion tank (A portable crane was over loaded, bent  
and fe l l  on h is arm, the other acc ident occurred in 2004. A Synagro 
truck dr iver a l legedly s l ipped on ice whi le  unloading a l iqu id s ludge 
truck).   

d.  The W estover School  is  scheduled for  a tour March 23, 2012.  
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e.  Veol ia has reserved a booth ($500)  and made a $500 donation for  
the annual Duck Race. The booth wi l l  be staf fed by Veol ia 
personnel .  

 
3.  Health & Safety 

a.  There were no recordable safety re lated inc idents in February.  
b.  The Quar ter ly Safety committee meet ing was held February 13 

2012.  
 

4.  Operational Informat ion  
a.  Guerrera Construc t ion is  c la iming addi t ional charges above their  

ini t ia l  b id for  the Hoadley Street sewer pro ject .  This issue remains 
under invest igat ion.   

b.  Per Roland Denny (CTDEEP), the new NPDES permit  for  the 
Borough is being draf ted and is going through their  in ternal review 
process in February and should be moving to publ ic  not ice next  
month.  

c.  The nor th ash lagoon is empty and staf f  swi tched f rom the south to 
the north lagoon on Feb 21,  2012. The ash f rom the south lagoon wil l  
be removed once the lagoon is dra ined. 

d.  Training for  this  month cons is ted raw sewage pump operat ion wi th a 
SCADA fa i lure.  High f low procedures were also reviewed.  

 
       5 .  Col lect ions 

a.  A coupl ing broke at the Maple and May pump s tat ion February 3,  
2012.   Dur ing the pump s tat ion inspect ion, Col lec t ions s taf f  
observed a smal l  amount of  l iqu id seeping through the pavement.  Al l  
not i f icat ions were made wi th in 2 hours  and with in 5 hours  al l  
required repairs were completed.  

b.  Six month jet t ing l is t  remains on t rack.  
c.  February 17 we received a cal l  f rom 41 Locust St .  Col lect ions 

d iscovered grease and a d ip in the sewer (which may require repair)  
which was the cause of  a sewage backup the basement . CCTV of  the 
sewer revealed excess ive grease throughout  the sewer . Col lect ions 
are invest igat ing the source of  the grease and have p laced that  
sect ion of  the sewer on the s ix  month c leaning l is t .  

d.  February 24t h  ca l l  came in f rom Alarm Company for  low level  at 
Platt ’s  Mi l l  pump stat ion. Col lect ions responded and d iscovered a 
bad f loat was caus ing pumps to stay on.  The f loat was replaced.  

e.  Jon Mongie f rom UGAM was on-s i te  to look at  r iver  sewer l ine for  
camera work .  

f .  Mike For ish, Col lect ions Operator is  scheduled to attend a PCAP 
(Pipel ine Assessment  and Cert i f icat ion Program) tra in ing c lass at 
the Southbr idge WWTP on March 20 and 21,  2012. Col t  Szczygie l ,  
Col lect ions Operator  wi l l  be scheduled for  the next avai lable PACP 
class.  The c lass cer t i f ies and a l lows the s taf f  to assess 
sewer/manhole condit ion using common s tandards.  

 
 

6.   Maintenance  
a.  ABS pumps wi l l  provide a tr y and buy pump program for the raw 

sewage pumps.  The 60 HP pump would become an 85 HP pump at 
a cost  of  $46,000. The 100 HP pump would become a 115 HP 
pump.   

b.  The J  Spin PLC code is being revised.  There are many or ig inal  
code issues that impair  the performance of  the uni ts.  
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c. Sect ions of  wear  st r ips were replaced on the pr imary tank return 
f l ight  suppor ts.  The steel  work  for  the above water level wear 
str ips  has deter iorated to the point they wi l l  require replacement .  

d.  The East  belt  press dr ive was replaced. A new bel t  and a ro l ler  
were a lso insta l led.  

e.  The fore ign s ludge unloading door was replaced. 
f .  Pr imary s ludge pump #1 fa i led and was repaired (new bear ings and 

s leeve).  
g.  A pr imary s ludge f low meter was ins tal led.  The f low is moni tored,  

and trended on the SCADA System. 
h.  The spare aerat ion tank in ternal recyc le pump has been repaired 

and is  back ons ite.  
i .  A new Vaughn chopper pump was ins ta l led to replace a th ickener 

transfer  pump. 
j .  W aste s ludge pump #3 was rebui l t  wi th a new rotor  and s tator  

 
7.  Capital  Projects 

a.  The insulat ion ins ta l lat ion for  the hot o i l  heat exchanger and 
ductwork  is  complete.     

b.  Pr ic ing to insulate the exter ior  inc inerator shel l  should be avai lab le 
in March 2012.  

c.  The aerat ion blower energy ef f ic iency project was approved wi th a 
grant tota l ing $237,500 with a complet ion date of  Aug 31, 2012. Bids  
are under evaluat ion.  

d.  Jack ie Mi l ler  (Joseph Mi l ler  Consultants)  wi l l  provide fu l l  sets 
drawings to re locate the emergency cooler to a locat ion adjacent  to  
the pr imary heat  exchanger/preheat  burner.  The oi l  cooler specs have 
been completed and b idders have been contacted to furn ish 
pr ic ing/del ivery. The goal is  to have the new oi l  cooler ons i te by 
September/October 2012. In i t ia l  es t imates are in the $80,000 range 
for  the cooler .  
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8.   Adjournment 
 

 
VOTED: Unanimously on a motion by Pat Mallane and seconded by 

Catherine Aresta to ADJOURN the meeting at 6:42 P.M. 
 
    
    

  
 
 
Attest:  Catherine Aresta, Secretary/dl 
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