
Conservation Commission 
Regular Meeting January 14, 2016 

The meeting opened at 7:12 with the following in attendance: 

MEMBERS: OTHERS: 
Melissa Leonard 
Christine Yannielli 
Shagufta Zahid 
Jimmy Ayash 
Felipe Flores 

1. VOTED unanimously on a motion by Christine Yannielli and seconded by Shagufta Zahid to 
APPROVE the minutes of last meeting on 12/10/2015. 

2. Discussion: We lost 2 potential alternates due to other interests.   

3. Discussion of Board of Mayor and Burgess meeting on Tuesday 1/5/2016. 

Cotton Hollow Road Field is owed by Archdiocese of Hartford. It is a field used for soccer, 
baseball and other activities by Naugatuck sport teams. Naugatuck pays $1.00 every 3 years to 
use it and it is maintained by Naugatuck Public Works. 

4. Discussion about definition of open space and passive open space. 

Melissa Leonard will ask Jim Stewart what the town’s definition is of passive open space and 
active open space. Suggestion from members Felipe Flores and Jimmy Ayash to physically visit 
the listed spaces from the Plan of Conservation & Development (POCD) 2013 to see where they 
are located. Shagufta Zahid will research active and passive space and how it is classified by the 
DEEP and others. Shagufta suggested getting pictures of the sites that are listed in the POCD 
2013. 

5. At the February meeeting Len Yannielli will present an educational program about Gunntown 
Passive Park and Nature Preserve and Climate Change. 

6. Announcement: by Shagufta Zahid about an Open house at the Gunn House on Gunntown Road  
Jan. 16, 10:00 AM to view the property for ideas on usage. 

7. Discussion: Melissa Leonard posed the question to members, “What do members want to see the 
Conservation Commission accomplish?” 

Suggestions included that more space should be held for protection and preservation for quality of 
life. Sustainability is needed; it affects town spending. A balance is needed when purchasing open 
space/passive open space. Promote ways of preserving open space/passive open space.  
Gunntown Passive Park & Nature Preserve currently has a 25 year deed. That needs to be in 
perpetuity. 

8. Discussion: Fracking wastes disposal and storage.  

Proposal by Christine Yannielli banning fracking wastes in Naugatuck to be used as pre-treatment  
on roads before snow storms. She mentioned that these wastes would be used as de-icing agents 
on roads and parking lots. Toxins found in the wastes are arsenic, benzene, cadmium, lead, 
formaldehyde, Chlorine and Mercury. These are potential threats to drinking water and a threat to 
both surface water and underground aquifers that supply drinking water. Although the town of 
Naugatuck presently does not use this pre-treatment on town roads there are three towns in the 
state of CT that  are named for disposal sites, Bristol, Bridgeport and Meriden. Jimmy Ayash read 
that Gov. Malloy placed a 3 year ban on fracking wastes in CT (a year and a half ago) There is a 



public forum on Fracking and Fracking Wastes at Russell Library, Middletown, Ct. on Thursday, 
Jan. 28, 2016 at 7 p.m. 

9. Microbeads have been banned by U.S. House and Senate and signed into law by President 
Obama. 

10. Shagufta Zahid will be working on a Facebook page for the Commission. 

11. Christine Yannielli handed out pamphlets on Electronic Information at the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission FERC with free online support. 

12. ADJOURNMENT: Unanimously on a motion by Christine Yannielli and seconded by Felipe Flores 
to ADJOURN the meeting at 8:48 PM. 

 

 

Minutes submitted by Christine Yannielli 1/27/2016 


